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2019 MeDiA Kit
The Fellowship of recovering Lutheran Clergy (FrLC) and the 
recovery Ministries of the episcopal Church (rMeC) are excited 
to present the Addiction & Faith Conference 2019. Building on the 
strong success of our 2018 conference, we anticipate even greater 
participation from across the country to learn more about addiction 
and how to respond to it in our faith-based communities.

The Addiction & Faith Conference will be held in Bloomington, 
MN, September 20,	21,	&	22.	It	is	co-hosted	by	two	non-profi	t	
organizations, the Fellowship of Recovering Lutheran Clergy 
(FrLC) and the Recovery Ministries of the Episcopal Church 
(rMeC). This ecumenical national gathering is open to anyone 
interested in exploring the devastation of addiction and the 
important role of faith in the healing process.

Those who struggle with addiction, and many of those who care 
about them, often reach out to faith communities for needed support. 
Unfortunately, faith communities are woefully underequipped to 
deal with these struggles even though they are in an ideal place to 
make	a	diff	erence.	We	believe	faith	communities	can	play	a	vital	
role in stemming the tide of this problem. The Addiction & Faith 
Conference seeks to equip people of faith to better recognize and 
respond	to	addiction	in	all	its	forms.	With	even	a	little	education	and	
guidance, faith communities are in a position to save lives. 

We	have	assembled	top	internationally	known	speakers	to	inspire	
and educate you to deal with this terrible problem going forward. 
Breakout sessions will teach attendees how you and your faith 
community can become a lifesaving haven for those struggling 
with addiction, and their loved ones. Together, we’ll enhance our 
knowledge about addiction recovery, share stories of learning and 
hope, and celebrate our faith in God’s abiding grace.

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES
•	 Link congregations and congregation leaders with information 

and	resources	that	can	help	them	fi	ght	addiction	in	their	local	
congregations and communities.

•	 Discover proven, innovative and creative ways colleagues are 
successfully ministering to those addicted and their loved ones.

•	 Improve knowledge of ways to create healing addiction 
ministries for the benefit of the church, the communities we 
serve, and humankind.



THE NEED IS GREAT
the CDC reported a total of 70,237 overdose deaths in 2017, 
of which 68% were attributed to opioids. that means opioids 
killed more than 47,600 people in 2017, and that number 
continues to grow.

According to the National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(nsDuh), 19.7 million American adults (age 12 and older) 
battled a substance use disorder in 2017. Almost 74% of 
them struggled with alcohol use disorder.

in 2017, 8.5 million American adults suff ered from both a mental 
health disorder and a substance use disorder, or co-occurring 
disorders. 52.5% receive no help for either problem.

Drug abuse and addiction cost American society more than 
$740 billion annually in lost workplace productivity, healthcare 
expenses, and crime-related costs.

over 90% of those with an addiction began drinking, smoking or 
using illicit drugs before the age of 18.

in 2017 about 38% of adults battled an illicit drug use disorder.

teenagers and people with mental health disorders are more 
at risk for drug use and addiction than other populations. 

ACes (Adverse Childhood experiences) are common, interrelated, 
and powerful. they also lead to mental health and addiction 
challenges.

the sale of painkillers has more than tripled since 1999.
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WhAt peopLe sAiD ABout 
the 2018 ADDiCtion & FAith 
CONFERENCE
“the Faith & Addiction Conference” was the single best 
conference I have attended in years! One speaker was more 
spot-on	than	the	next,	with	faith	fi	lled,	content	driven	material.	
The conference presenters provided information about how 
we as faith communities can respond to and prevent the 
ravages of addiction in and among our members.
The attendees were there with a shared mission and drive for 
change that was heartening to the core of my being. I spend 
my	days	working	in	the	fi	eld	of	addiction,	and	have	a	profound	
connection to my faith tradition and my own AA journey 
through recovery. Finding an ecumenical community to 
engage with around these issues was worth every minute and 
every	penny.	Well	done!	I	came	with	questions…left	with	hope	
and	more	questions…I	was	thrilled	to	hear	that	there	would	be	
another conference in 2019.”
Dede Armstrong LADC MA MS
55 plus program Coordinator
the retreat, Wayzata, Mn

“I am so glad I 
went. It is good to meet 

others who have the same 
heart for helping those who 

help others.”

Min. geraldine Anderson
Liberty Community Church

“Thank you so 
very	much!	It	was	an	
awesome	conference!

Yvette

Astounding! Absolutely wonderful! What	a	great	message	of	
hope	that	we	all	need	to	hear.	While	full	of	realistic	and	helpful	
information related to the brain and addiction and faith. Very, 
very inspiring.”
Anonymous

“I learned a great deal that I wasn’t aware of about the 
epidemic and am excited to open conversations in my 
community.”
Anonymous

“this was great. While	a	lot	of	it	was	review,	it	was	amazing	
to	get	some	very	specifi	c	ideas	of	what	clergy	can	do	to	
support families facing addiction in the church. Nicely done.” 
Anonymous
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“One of my main take-aways from the Addiction 
and Faith Conference is how important the 
comradery with others is to the recovery from any 
addiction. This applies to food addicts, drug addicts, 
alcohol, gambling, and technology--recovery 
from every form of addiction. An addict can’t 
recover alone – or at least very few can. I heard 
this message time and time again, in almost every 
session I attended. 
What	can	we	as	a	church,	as	Christians,	do?	
Encourage that interaction. Be an attentive 
listener. Be a place to practice, to live, 
spirituality. Be a person who is informed 
about the nature of addiction and 
recovery because the person who has 
little knowledge is probably part of 
the problem. Make space and time 
allowances for participation to occur 
because community is the core to recovery. 
It is an opportunity to extend grace, 
unmerited mercy, to others.”

Linda M

“Alive with the Spirit 
of Recovery”

Churches	have	long	housed	Alcoholics	
Anonymous (AA) and other substance abuse groups. 

But they’re typically run by the sponsoring organizations. 
So church leaders such as the Rev. Joanna Mitchell will be 

attending the conference with pen and paper in hand. Mitchell 
says she doesn’t see a lot of addiction problems at her Edina 

church. But she’s aware that “almost everyone has a family story of 
someone who has struggled with it.”

“I think addiction is a reality out there, whether it be alcohol, drugs or 
gambling,”	said	Mitchell,	of	Shepherd	of	the	Hills	Lutheran	Church.	
“I want to know more about it so I can listen and attend to needs.” 

Simply “naming the problem” is a big start to calling 
attention to it, she said.

By JEAN HOPFENSPERGER
MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE

september 28, 2018

By JEAN HOPFENSPERGER

september 28, 2018
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Who AttenDeD the 
2018 ADDiCtion & FAith 
CONFERENCE?
in 2018 230 people attended the Addiction & Faith Conference. 

over half of the attendees were clergy. 

individuals attended from 22 states in the us and one from Canada.

eight faith denominations were represented.  

Most attendees were those who do not typically attend 
addiction conferences.

Many work with people in every season of life.

Many regularly give referrals for assessment, therapy, 
and treatment.

Who shouLD AttenD 
THE ADDICTION & FAITH 
CONFERENCE?
This conference is a must attend for clergy, chaplains, deacons/
deaconesses,	caregivers,	faith	staff	,	synod	staff	,	parish	nurses,	
youth leaders, addiction awareness teams, congregants, and 
the recovery community and their loved ones.

We	also	welcome	those	from	the	world	of	addiction	and	mental	
health	treatment:	treatment	center	staff	,	counselors	and	therapists,	
healthcare professionals -anyone interested in educating 
themselves in the devastation of addiction and co-occurring 
disorders and the role faith can play in the healing process. 

endorsed by the Minneapolis and saint paul Area synods of the evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the episcopal Church.  
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Why sponsor this event?
if your organization has a mission to reach those who struggle 
with addiction and mental health issues, this is the perfect 
venue for you to share what you have to offer.

Reach people:
•	 Who do not typically attend other addiction conferences.
•	 Who	regularly	refer	people	for	assessment,	therapy	 

and treatment.
•	 Who	know	little	about	resources	available	to	them,	 

even in their own communities.
•	 Who	work	with	people	in	every	season	of	life.

Sponsorship of events, exhibits, registration bag inserts and  
program	advertising	all	offer	your	organization	an	opportunity	to	
grow your contact list, network with faith leaders, and share your 
relevant experience. 

please contact Joanne Kittridge, conference sales director,  
952 463-6802, Joanne@bethanywellnessgroup.com to talk more 
about your needs and for a custom-designed sponsorship. Here are 
some available options. 

exhibitor | Friday 3 p.M.- saturday 6 p.M. $400, $350 non-profit.
•	 One exhibit table with two chairs.
•	 Your logo on our website, event app and conference program.
•	 No registration, no meals included.

Coffee Break sponsor | saturday A.M. or p.M. $1800 each.
•	 One exhibit table with two chairs.
•	 Your logo on our website, event app and conference program.
•	 Exclusive	signage	at	the	sponsored	coffee	break	station.	
•	 Registration bag insert.
•	 Event	registration	for	one	with	CEUs	included.

network sponsor | saturday Breakfast, saturday Lunch  
or sunday Breakfast sponsor $1500

•	 3 minutes of presentation time. 
•	 One exhibit table with two chairs.
•	 Your logo on our website, event app and conference program.
•	 Registration bag insert.
•	 Event	registration	for	one	with	CEUs	included.

Keynote sponsor | Friday Dinner or saturday Dinner sponsor $5000
•	 15 minutes of presentation time. 
•	 One exhibit table with two chairs.
•	 Your logo on our website, event app and conference program.
•	 Signage at the dinner and on each table.
•	 Registration bag insert.
•	 Registration	for	two	with	CEUs	included.

Wi-Fi/Av sponsor | $5000 
•	 One exhibit table with two chairs. 
•	 Your logo on our website, event app and conference program.
•	 Special acknowledgement at conference opening.
•	 Special acknowledgement signage on conference tables.
•	 Registration bag insert.
•	 Registration	for	two	with	CEUs	included.

A la carte Options 
•	 Meals only (Friday Dinner, Saturday Breakfast and lunch) $200 pp*.
•	 Attendance at Keynote, Plenary and Breakout Sessions  $200 pp*.
•	 Registration bag insert $200 (you provide).
•	 Extra Table attendant $100 (no event registration, no meals). 

       pp* = per person 
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