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WE EXTEND A WARM WELCOME 
TO OUR 2021 CONFERENCE!
The Center of Addiction & Faith is happy to announce our third 
Addiction and Faith Conference on October 7-9, 2021, at the 
Hilton DoubleTree in Bloomington, MN. This will be a hybrid 
event - attend In Person or Online. We anticipate greater 
participation from across the country because folks can attend 
virtually for the fi rst time. This ecumenical national gathering 
is open to anyone interested in exploring the devastation of 
addiction and the important role of faith in the healing process. 

Tragically, repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic have 
caused addictive behavior to intensify. Now more than ever, 
caregivers need tools, ideas and connections to help.

Those who struggle with addiction and many of those who care 
about them often reach out to faith communities for needed 
support. Unfortunately, faith communities are woefully under-
equipped to deal with these struggles even though they are in an 
ideal place to make a diff erence. We believe faith communities 
can play a vital role in stemming the tide of this problem. The 
Addiction & Faith Conference seeks to equip people of faith to 
better recognize and respond to addiction in all its forms. With 
even a little education and guidance, faith communities are in 

a position to save lives. Don’t let those seeking help in your 
church walk away disappointed. Here is a wide-open door of 
opportunity for the church to make a diff erence.
 
We have assembled top internationally known speakers to inspire 
and educate you to deal with this terrible problem going forward. 
Breakout sessions will teach attendees how you and your faith 
community can become a lifesaving haven for those struggling 
with addiction, and their loved ones. Together, we’ll enhance our 
knowledge about addiction recovery, share stories of learning and 
hope, and celebrate our faith in God’s abiding grace.

MEDIA KIT

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES
• Link congregations and congregation leaders with information 

and resources that can help them fi ght addiction in their local 
congregations and communities.

• Discover proven, innovative and creative ways colleagues are 
successfully ministering to those addicted and their loved ones.

• Improve knowledge of ways to create healing addiction 
ministries for the benefi t of the church, the communities we 
serve, and humankind.



HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2021 CONFERENCE
• KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

• PLENARY SPEAKERS

• Recovery Worship • Breakout sessions • Exhibitors • 12-Step Meetings 
• Narcan Training • Speaker & Author meet and greets • Meals • Fellowship time.

Timothy McMahan King Author of Addiction Nation, Timothy 
McMahan King is a writer, nonprofi t professional, and the owner of 
Vagabond Strategies. He has worked as a community organizer in 
Chicago, a chief strategy off icer with Sojourners, and as a consultant 
for the Center for Action and Contemplation.

Rev. Dr. Sonia Waters, Ph.D. Sonia Waters is an Episcopal 
priest and a Professor of Pastoral Theology at Princeton Theological 
Seminary. The author of Addiction and Pastoral Care, Sonia’s current 
research and teaching focuses on addiction.

Endorsed by the Minneapolis and St. Paul Area Synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
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WHO SHOULD
ATTEND THIS
CONFERENCE?
This conference is valuable for clergy, 
chaplains, deacons, deaconesses, 
caregivers, church staff  , synod staff , 
parish nurses, lay leaders, youth 
leaders, addiction awareness teams, 
congregants, people in recovery, 
and their loved ones.

We also welcome those from the world 
of addiction and mental health treatment: 
treatment center staff  , counselors and 
therapists, healthcare professionals 
-anyone interested in educating 
themselves in the devastation of addiction 
and co-occurring disorders and the role 
faith can play in the healing process.

D. Richard Wright  
A licensed alcohol 
and drug counselor, a 
member of the Minnesota 
Chippewa Tribe, and the 
author of several books.

Rev. Kal Rissman 
A counselor for many 
types of addiction, a parish 
pastor, and the author of the 
book and the DVD series, 
“Knowledge to Power.”



THE NEED IS GREAT
Addiction is the number one preventable killer of people of every 
age, race and nation. We will never stop it, but we can reduce it 
and mitigate its far-reaching impact on families and communities.

The sobering statistics speak for themselves:
Almost 21 million Americans have at least one addiction.
Only 10% of them receive treatment.

Over 15 million individuals struggle with an alcohol use disorder 
in the United States.

Fewer than 8% receive treatment.

From 1999 to 2017, more than 700,000 Americans died from 
drug overdoses.

ACEs (Adverse Childhood Experiences) are common, interrelated, and 
powerful. They also lead to addiction and mental health challenges.

2018 DATA SHOWS THAT:
• 31.9 million (11.7% of the population over age 12) were illegal 

drug users.

• 20.3 million people in the U.S. age 12 or older had a substance 
abuse disorder.

• 70% of the children who tried an illegal drug before age 13 
developed a substance abuse disorder within the following 
seven years
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SPOILER ALERT:
ADDICTION ISN’T JUST DRUGS
Addiction manifests itself in every human to some degree. 
We all suff er from it. When we confess in the church that 
“we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves,” 
we are essentially saying we cannot free ourselves from 
behaviors that negatively impact our relationship with God 
and neighbors. This is the essence of addiction: repeating the 
same thing and expecting diff erent results.

The truth is just about anything can be taken to the extreme 
and abused, leading to a life that is less than what it should 
be. Addiction is not just about substance abuse but includes 
many behavioral addictions that plague our world, including 
codependency, gambling, sex, food, shopping, internet 
activities, or even exercise. Basically, anything that triggers 
the brain’s reward system can pose the risk of addiction and 
lead to dysfunction.

Clergy and caregivers need to understand the mechanics of 
addiction and all the ways it is manifested in our lives. Addiction 
has a predictable pathology and predictable outcomes. The 
more you understand addiction, the more you’ll be able to 
identify it and address it, both in yourself and in others.



PEOPLE ARE TALKING
Comments from 2019 Attendees

“Thank you for 
a wonderful Addiction 
and Faith Conference.  
This one was even better 

than last year.”

Rev. Meredith 
B. Musaus

a wonderful Addiction 
and Faith Conference.  
This one was even better 

“We are still in 
awe of the fabulous 

conference!”

Christine Howe
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“Congratulations on a highly worthwhile and meaningful 
event. I was enriched by so much of what happened there, 
and will spend the days ahead absorbing and sharing 
what I learned.” 
Rev. Alexander E. Sharp
Executive Director, Clergy for a New Drug Policy

“I liked the spiritual practices being off ered at registration time…. It encouraged 
me to be there early.  Also, as someone who was coming in not knowing people, 
participating in the spiritual practices provided a way for me to begin getting to 
know a few other people in small group settings. Thanks for this conference. I had a 
wonderful weekend.”
Sarah Bruer

“Thank you for a very fine Conference for 
which I am enormously grateful.” 
Rev. Carla Deitz

Rev. Dorothy Sandahl

The Rev. Bishop B. 
Penrose Hoover

Rev. Dorothy Sandahl



“Dear Ed, I had such a good experience!  I was blown 
away by several of the plenary sessions. Thank you so 
much for this opportunity.”
John B. Johnson
Program Director, Domestic Policy, Office of Advocacy, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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“I particularly 
appreciated Brian 

McClaren’s presentation 
on Sunday morning where he 

challenged us to rethink how the 
worship experiences that we 

offer weekly does or does not 
become inclusive for “those 

on the fringes.”
Al Dungan

Brian McClaren
2019 Keynote 
Speaker

Pastor Ed Treat, Author and Conference Director
Founder and Executive Director of Center of Addiction & Faith

“I am so thrilled that it was 
once again so well received.” 
Deidre Armstrong
55 Plus Program Coordinator, The 
Retreat, Wayzata, MN

Karen Casey, Author



WHY SPONSOR THIS EVENT?
If your organization’s mission and vision is to offer help to 
people struggling with addiction and/or mental health issues, 
here’s a perfect opportunity to make connections with faith 
leaders on the front lines of ministry. 

Reach people: 
• Who do not typically attend other addiction conferences. 

• Who regularly refer people for assessment, therapy  
and treatment. 

• Who know little about resources available to them,  
even in their own communities. 

• Who work with people in every season of life.

Sponsorship of events, exhibits, registration bag inserts and  
program advertising all offer your organization an opportunity to 
grow your contact list, network with faith leaders, and share your 
relevant experience. 

Please contact Pastor Ed Treat, Conference Director, to discuss 
your needs and expore a custom-designed sponsorship. See  
the available options to the right.

Pastor Ed Treat | 651-356-1073 | info@addictionandfaith.com

Exhibitor | Thursday, 1:30 P.M.-Friday, 6 P.M.   
$250  Early Bird $200

• One exhibit table with two chairs.
• Your logo on our website, event app and conference program.
• No registration, no meals

A la carte for Exhibitor
• Conference registration $200 per person, includes all  

events and meals.
• Single Meals - $40 per person
• Registration bag insert $200 (you provide material).

Talk to Us About Sponsorship Levels and Benefits
• Diamond Level Sponsor
• Platinum Level Sponsor
• Gold Level Sponsor
• Silver Level Sponsor
• Bronze Level Sponsor
• Scholarship Sponsor 
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